
YOUNGSTOWN STATE UNIVERSITY

WELCOME TO 
ORIENTATION



WELCOME TO YSU!
Orientation is a tradition at YSU AND your first official day as a student.  
At Orientation we’ll help you break the ice and meet your first new YSU 
friends. We’ll help you select and register for your first semester classes and 
share important information about becoming a YSU student. Our goal is to 
make sure you feel ready to start your first semester. We can’t wait to see you 
for a fun and informative day!

•  Access the Pre-Orientation Task 
List through the Orientation 
Portal.  Please be sure to check that 
out and take care of any business 
necessary prior to attending your 
Orientation day.

•  Spend the majority of the day 
with your own Orientation Team. 
Your team is made up of students 
from a variety of majors and led 
by a current YSU student—your 
Orientation Leader—who will guide 
you through the day.

•  Meet one-on-one with an academic 
advisor and register for Fall classes 
(see the opposite page for details). 
You will leave Orientation with your 
fall schedule!

•  Experience what it’s like to be a 
student at YSU as you eat lunch in 
the YSU Food Court and take over 
the YSU campus for a day. Wear 
comfortable shoes!

•  Get your YSU ID. If you haven’t 
uploaded a picture for your ID, you 
will also get your ID picture taken.

•  Participate in your first YSU tradition 
when you Paint the Rock with your 
Orientation Team.

The OFFICE OF FIRST YEAR STUDENT 
SERVICES is your one-stop for 
everything Orientation. Please contact 
us if you have any questions!

330.941.2131
orientation@ ysu.edu
Watch your email for Orientation 
reminders. We’ll see you soon!



ADVISING AND 
COURSE REGISTRATION 
CHECKLIST

•  Make sure you have taken 
any required placement tests. 
You should have received 
detailed instructions in the mail 
regarding  placement testing, 
but if you did not or if you have 
any questions, don’t hesitate to 
contact the Testing Center at 
testing@ysu.edu. The academic 
advisor you meet at Orientation 
will need your placement 
results before helping you 
select your fall courses.

•  Make sure to have your official 
high school transcript sent to 
the Office of Admissions.

•  If you have taken college 
classes somewhere other 
than YSU, make sure to have 
your official transcript from 
that college or university sent 
to the Office of Admissions. 
This includes CCP and other 
dual enrollment programs. 
Academic advisors need this 
information when helping you 
select your classes.

•  Be sure to tell the academic 
advisor of any AP tests you 
have taken or plan to take.

Youngstown State University does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, 
gender identity and/or expression, disability, age, religion 
or veteran/military status in its programs or activities. Please 
visit www.ysu.edu/ada-accessibility for contact information for 
persons designated to handle questions about this policy.

YOUNGSTOWN STATE UNIVERSITY

P A R E N T  P R O G R A M
ORIENTATION

Welcome to the YSU family!

We have planned a special program for parents (or whoever is 

accompanying the student in their place). We’d like to spend the day 

with you while students are with their Orientation Teams. We’ll make 

sure you know what to expect for your student’s first year and answer 

all your questions. Make sure to bring a light sweater or sweatshirt so 

you’ll be comfortable in air-conditioned spaces.

  Meet staff who play a key role in student success at YSU, including 

the Dean of Students, Associate Provost for Student Success, 

Director of First Year Student Services, Honors College staff, and 

Financial Aid counselors.

  Learn what you need to know about financial aid at key points 

throughout your student’s first year at YSU.

  Understand the ins and outs of YSU’s tuition bill, learn how to  

access the bill online, and learn about payment plan options and 

important dates.

  Learn about all the ways YSU keeps students safe, including 

the YSU Police department, medical services, and mental health 

counseling and other wellness services.

  Enjoy a buffet style, all-you-can eat lunch with YSU staff and 

administrators in Christman Dining Hall—on us, of course. Wear 

comfortable shoes so you can enjoy the short walk!

  Find out about academic advising and other student success 

resources, and visit offices on campus to ask questions or take care 

of unfinished business.

  Each student is able to bring any two guests they’d like, but 

students will be spending the day with their Orientation Team and 

not their guests. We do not have any activities planned for guests 

other than parents or guardians.

Youngstown State University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity and/or expression, 

disability, age, religion or veteran/ military status in its programs or activities. Please visit www.ysu.edu/ada-accessibility for contact information for persons 

designated to handle questions about this policy.

WE’RE HERE TO HELP

Admissions 

330.941.2000

Financial Aid 

330.941.3505 

finaid@ysu.edu

Orientation 

330.941.2131 

firstyear@ysu.edu

Placement Testing 

testing.ysu.edu

Honors College 

330.941.2772

IT Service Desk 

330.941.1595

Penguin Service  

Center/Bursar 

330.941.6000

YOUNGSTOWN STATE UNIVERSITY

HAVE YOU 

CHECKED 

YOUR YSU 

EMAIL TODAY?

ACADEMIC ADVISING & COURSE REGISTRATION

You will spend a good part of your Orientation session getting 
ready to start classes in the fall. You’ll meet with an academic 
advisor, a professional on campus dedicated to ensuring 
you complete the requirements for your selected degree. 
This advisor will review the requirements for your major and 
recommend courses to take in your first semester. Directly 
following that conversation, you will register for your classes. 
You will get to select the dates and times of the classes you take. 
Below is a brief overview of what you can expect.

COURSE REGISTRATION AND ADVISING PREP 
You and your team will meet with your Orientation Leader 
before you meet with an academic advisor. In this session, you 
will learn how to search for classes, where to find the days and 
times that classes meet, get tips from your leader on how to put 
your schedule together, and more.

ACADEMIC ADVISING 
Following the Course Registration and Advising Prep session 
you will meet individually with an academic advisor who will 
talk with you about your choice of major, what you need to do 
to graduate in a timely manner, and what classes you should be 
taking in your first semester. Advisors will also answer questions, 
talk with you about any concerns you have, and make sure you 
have all the information you need to create your schedule for 
the semester.

COURSE REGISTRATION 
Following your individual advising appointment, you will log 
into your Penguin Portal to register for your classes. Orientations 
Leaders and advisors will be on hand to assist you.

IMPORTANT 
NOTES
PLAN TO HAVE FUN

PREPARE FOR THE WEATHER 
(Light layers, umbrella, etc.)

WEAR COMFORTABLE SHOES
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